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one last and desperate bid for the missing de-
cretal. He had hoped to find it amongst the Car-
dinal's papers, but he was doomed to disappoint-
ment. Had he succeeded, the whole history of
England's foreign relations might have been
changed, at least for a generation, and Wolsey's
fortune have been saved. The Legatine Court
would have upheld the plea of nullity promised,
and the King would have been married to Anne
before the Pope knew of the discovery. Luckily
for Clement, if not for England, he had made pro-
vision against such an event, and the decretal had
long since been reduced to ashes. All the viola-
tion disclosed was the Cardinal's poverty. For
he had come to England ill provided and had
gained nothing from the royal bounty.

As soon as Henry heard that nothing had come
of-the search, Wolsey's doom was sealed. He had
been kept floating by the King's hopes. For as
long as the production of the decretal remained
within the horizon of possibility the Cardinal's
restoration to power was a question of moment in
the King's mind ; but now there was nothing
to make his presence desirable, and the hostility
of Anne would have made it in every sense un-
desirable. That woman had so disturbing an
effect upon the monarch that he was ready to part
with his two most powerful supports rather than
forgo her : one was the Pope and the other the
Cardinal. For Henry had already vowed that if
he could not get his marriage with Catherine